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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
This study analyses the role of security in the European integration process. The focus of the study is the geographical widening of the
integration process, i.e. the enlargements of the European Union (and its predecessor the European Community). The study looks at how the role
of security has changed during the integration process by analysing the role that security issues have played in the context of the enlargements. It
seeks to examine how arguments related to security politics have been used in promoting (or opposing) the geographical expansion of the
European integration process and the accession of new member states. Additionally, the enlargement of 2004, is put under closer scrutiny in
order to analyse the compatibility of the new member states' views on security with those of the European Union (EU).
Before going into the analysis of security's role in the integration process there is a need to ponder what security actually is, i.e. what is meant by
"security" and how it is to be conceptualised. In the study of International Relations (IR) the general development has been towards a wider
security concept, extending the scope of security studies from military security to other forms of security as well. In this study the selected way
of conceptualising "security" is such that it leads to an analysis of security argumentation - therefore turning attention on how different security
arguments have played a central role in the European integration process. In doing this it highlights the linkages between security and
integration. The enlargements of the European Union/European Community as special forms of integration have an aspect of territoriality that
unavoidably connects it to traditional security considerations. Furthermore, as will be explained in this study, the whole European integration
process started with clearly security-oriented aims - the Schuman Declaration of 1950 presented European integration as the answer to questions
of war and peace. During the Cold War period the focus of integration moved on to issues other than traditional security (key words of
integration were the single market program, market liberalisation, efficiency cohesion, environment, technological research and development,
social policies relating to employment, and the like) (Ojanen et al. 2000, 38; Dinan 1994, 130: Pinder 2001, 25). But since the late 1990s the
traditional military-oriented conception of security has clearly been (re)gaining its significance in
1 In 2004 ten new countries joined the EU: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
In the course of the history of European integration it was the fifth geographical enlargement. The previous enlargements were: United Kingdom,
Ireland and Denmark (1973); Greece 1981; Spain and Portugal (1986); Austria, Finland and Sweden (1995).
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